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Fall Festival 
 
 

 

Our very own “Taste of St. Mary’s & Farmer’s Market” is coming back 
in September 2017!  Thanks to all of the generous parishioners and sponsors 
who support our largest fundraiser, the annual fall festival.  We greatly  
appreciate the groups of people and individuals who come together year after 
year in order to make this happen.   

 
Funds raised in 2016: 
Food Tasting $1,800 

Farmer’s Market, Crafts, Bakery $3,000 
Garden Chair Auction $800 

Sponsors $4,200 
Raffle $15,000 

 
This year we will repeat our “Taste of St. Mary’s/Farmer’s Market” theme,  
offering similar food and fun to be shared with family and friends, young and 
old alike.  We invite you to join us in celebrating the bountiful season!   
 
You can help assure our success by  
contributing your time and talent.  In 2017 we 
will be spotlighting artists who create garden 
chairs, garden peace poles, or any paintable 
garden piece to auction off.   
 
We’re also in need of bakers, cooks,  
gardeners, crafters, entertainers ….. and  
anyone that can help out however they are 
able, or feel called to.  Perhaps you can spare 
some time organizing or running errands, 
manning a booth ….. the list is endless.  Every 
little bit helps!  If you think you might like to 
participate, or if you have any questions, 
please call Joe at 754-2144.  
 
A very sincere thank you from St. Mary’s fall 
festival committee:  Dan Bekta, Luke Seibert, 
Lynn Soat, Sherry Tanko, Joe Viertel and 
Laura Worachek.   
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PLEASE CONTACT US  AT: 

RECTORY:                                 313 E. Wall St.  Janesville, WI 53545
                                                                             
  www.nativitymary.org 
                                     (608) 752-7861 
Rev. Robert Butz, Pastor– Ext 12  
pastor@nativitymary.org                                                     
Sr. Ruth Brings, SSSF, Director of Pastoral Outreach– Ext 18 
rbrings@nativitymary.org 
Bob Craig, Director of Liturgy– Ext 17 
liturgy@nativitymary.org 
Kathy Hookham, Coordinator of  Religious Education– Ext 29 
re@nativitymary.org 
Kathy Fisher, Business Manager– Ext 11 
kfisher@nativitymary.org 
Sharlet Collins, Parish Secretary– Ext 10 
psec@nativitymary.org 
 

Emergency only after hours (608) 620-9910  
 

SCHOOL:         307 E. Wall St. 754-5221 
Steve Castrogiovanni, Principal  
Sue Vodak, Secretary 
Sue Dickman, Secretary 
 

PRAYER NETWORK:   
Mary Ann Venable…..(608) 754-5284 
Edna Thorp…………….(608) 752-5559 

“St. Mary Spires” is a newsletter of Nativity of Mary Parish,  
Janesville, Wisconsin, published in February, August and   
November.   
 
Ideas and suggestions for our newsletter are always welcome.  Let 
us know what you’d like to see.   
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If you’re interested in sharing your time and talent with your 
church family, we currently have the following needs: 

 
Parish Office- 
Clerical help 
Contact:  Sharlet Collins (608) 752-7861 Ext 10  
or psec@nativitymary.org 
 

Liturgy - 
Ushers 
Contact:  Bob Craig (608) 752-7861 Ext 17  
or liturgy@nativitymary.org 
 

Pastoral Outreach- 
Visitors to the homebound 
Eucharistic ministers for the homebound 
Contact:  Sister Ruth Brings (608) 752-7861 Ext 18  
or rbrings@nativitymary.org 
 

Religious Education- 
Teachers 
Committee members 
Extra help for special events 
Contact:  Kathleen Hookham (608) 752-7861 Ext 29  
or re@nativitymary.org 
 

Funeral Dinners- 
Preparation 
Serving 
Clean up 
Salad providers 
Dessert providers 
Contact:  Jan Bier (608) 752-4387   
 

Thanks to all of you who currently volunteer.   
YOU make a difference! 
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St. Mary Parish  
warmly welcomes  

our newest parishioners  
who registered in 

November 2016-January 2017 
 
 

 

 
BARKER, Kari 

Tavyne - 10  
 

EGERSTAFFER, Madonna 
 

HANSON, Matt and Katie 
 

KASTI, Nabil 
Joseph - 16 and Emma - 13 

 

MCCANN, Robert and Marilyn 
 

MCDONALD, Matthew 
 

TWARDZIK, Jennifer 
 

WILLIAMS, Lola 
 

 

 

 

We remember the following 
parishioners who have died:  

 

Leonard W. Brunsell 
November 12, 2016 

 

Nancy Gibney 
December 16, 2016 

 

Catherine G. Negus 
December 27, 2016 

 

Theodore Nagel 
January 9, 2017 

 

E. Lucille Hruska 
January 16, 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Lillian Kate Killoy 

Daughter of Benjamin & Karra 
November 5, 2016 

 
Ramon Paul Schiefelbein 

Son of Ramon & Amanda 
November 5, 2016 

 

Madelyn Lee Kennedy 
Daughter of Robert & Marlaina 

January 7, 2017 
 

Valeria Mayret Martin 
Daughter of Rhett & Mayra 

January 8, 2017 
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Occasionally, I work out at a nearby fitness facility.  There is never a lack of  
people coming in to lift weights, to run on the treadmills, or to pump their legs 
on the exercise bikes.  On the bulletin board are various articles on how to eat 
right and what kind of workout one should undergo for a specific goal.  People of 
all ages continuously work hard to get into shape.  The self-sacrifices they make 
to achieve their fitness goals are inspiring. 
 
Why do people who work out make such self-sacrifices?  Perhaps they train for a 
competition so that they can run faster or have more strength than others.  
Some wish to feel better about themselves, and exercise does give people more 
energy, stamina, and confidence.  None of these goals are bad.  But, they are 
passing things.  The goal may be reached, but the effect will last for only a time.  
Eventually, the runner cannot race anymore.  The body builder will not be able 
to lift the weights he or she used to.  All things must come to an end. 
 
The focus of Lent is death.  We must die one day.  Jesus, although he is above 
death, chose to die.  Why?  He loved us so much that he underwent every  
humiliation, including death.  But Jesus taught us something very important 
along the way.  He taught us self-denial.  Jesus instructed us that sacrifice is a 
good thing.  A dying of ourselves is not just a way of life on earth.  A dying of our 
very self is actually a preparation for the divine life.  Instead of putting our  
human ego first, we should strive to curb our appetite.  As the Lord put it in the 
gospel for the 1st Sunday of Lent:  “One does not live on bread alone, but by every 
word that comes forth from the mouth of God.”  Our goal is to be in shape –  
spiritual shape.  We do become what we eat.  The discipline of Lent teaches us 
that our self-dying shapes us into what we are called to be.  We are called to be 
children of God – children who totally depend on God’s word for life. 
 
This Lent, do not be afraid to die to something.  Perhaps a bad habit has to go.  
Maybe we should not watch so much television or spend long hours on the  
internet.  Self-sacrifice.  We will not feel good about it at first.  But we will feel 
the effects of our self-denial later, and those effects can last forever! 
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 In January, the KC presented Bibles to the 6th graders at St. Mary School.  We 
will also provide a Bible for First Communicants to be presented at their 
ceremony in May. 

 The KC also recently sponsored a Free Throw contest at St. Patrick’s and St. 
Mary’s schools, and our combined council hosted the District competition on 
February 11th at St. Patrick’s. 

 In late April/early May, the citywide KC councils will be holding their annual 
Tootsie Roll Drive. Watch for us at grocery stores, banks, church and all over 
the area.  You’ll receive a Tootsie Roll as a token of thanks for your support of 
those with intellectual disabilities. 

 The local councils will be attending the State Convention in April at Steven’s 
Point.  Father Rob will be there as the Diocesan Chaplain for the Knights of 
Columbus. 

 We’re continuing to host a rosary for the community after the 8:30 am Mass 
at St. Mary’s on the first Sunday of each month.  This rosary service has been 
well received and we invite you to join us. 

 
 
 

Upcoming Events: 
 

March19 Pancake and egg Breakfast  9-11 AM Church Hall 
April 2  St. Mary Community Rosary following 8:30 AM Mass 
April 13  Monthly KC Meeting at 7:30 PM Nativity House  
April 16  Pancake and Egg Breakfast 9-11 AM Church Hall    
April  Area Tootsie Roll Intellectual Disability Fund Raiser 
April 28-30 State Convention in Wisconsin Dells (Chula Vista) 
May 7  St. Mary Community Rosary following 8:30 AM Masses  
May 11  Monthly KC Meeting at 7:30 PM in Nativity House  
 

  

 

 

Pancakes 
Eggs 
Sausage 
Potatoes 
Toast  
Juice 
Coffee 
 
 
 

Join us! 
 

Every third Sunday  
9:00-11:00 AM 
September-May 

All you care to eat ….. 

$5.00 Proceeds benefit the parish  
and seminarians in training! 
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The combined Councils of St. Mary and St. Patrick would like to thank you 
sincerely for your support, and remind you of who we are.   
 

The local Knights of Columbus is a group of Catholic men, dedicated to  
supporting our parish and community.  We provide assistance to our parish in 
a variety of ways throughout the year, including ushering and lecturing during 
Mass.  We support our community by raising money and collecting food to 
support local charities.  We provide positive activities for our youth, the future 
of our Church.  Together, we enjoy a fellowship and brotherhood, sharing 
social events such as our annual Snapper baseball game and holiday parties.   
 

Pope Francis and former Pope Saint John Paul II have identified the Knights of 
Columbus as “the strong right arm of the Church”.  We accept that challenge 
and invite you to participate.  Today, the KC is providentially positioned to 
play a key role in the new alliance between the Church and the family, called 
by Pope Francis.  Our order has announced a new initiative to strengthen both 
our parishes and our families.  It is titled “Building the Domestic Church”.   
 

We need new members to help us to complete our mission.  The KC only 
requires 24 hours per year of your time and will provide you with the 
satisfaction that comes from giving of yourself.  Any practicing Catholic man 
over 18 is invited and encouraged to give us a call or stop in at one of our 
meetings to see if this is a fit for you.  
 
Greg Kraft 
Grand Knight 
Council 10363 
(608) 754-5615  
mackraft@aol.com 
 
 

 
Recent Activities: 
 

 During Advent, the Council kicked off the season serenading the residents 
of St. Elizabeth’s nursing home with Christmas carols, then gathering for 
the presentation of the Nativity set outside the front entrance of the 
church.  We held a poster contest for our school children and displayed 
their work in the Church Hall.  Along with other area KC Councils, we 
sponsored a “Keep the Christ in Christmas” billboard in town. 
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Sister Ruth’s Reflections ….. 
 

Lent: Then and Now    
               
Each lent we are reminded to pray, fast, give alms, and to abstain from meat on 
Fridays.  I asked three people I visited recently to tell me what lent was like for 
them as a child, what impact it had on their faith then and how it continues to 
influence their faith life now.  Here are their responses:  

Rosemary, a ninety-year-old alumna of St. Mary Catholic School, said she    
observed all the Lenten regulations, - giving up candy, abstaining from meat on 
Wed. and Friday, and giving money for “pagan babies”.  She also went to Mass 
every day and prayed the stations each week.  She said the practices helped her 
to “be more disciplined, better and holier”.  Now, older, discipline is a part of 
her life and she is more willing to get along without things she cannot have.    
 
Virginia, one of thirteen siblings, grew up on the east coast.  She attended a 
Catholic School and went to daily Mass, walking a mile each way.   During lent 
she also prayed the stations.  Replacing of meat on Fridays her family served 
eggplant and spaghetti sauce.  Instead of giving up something for Lent, she was 
encouraged to “be good”.  As Virginia got older, she drifted away from the 
church.  She married and she and her husband began a family.  She missed the 
religious foundation she had as child and desired that for her own children.  She 
became active in the Catholic Church again and participated in the Catholic 
practices.       
 
I quote Howard Gage’s response:  When I reflect back on my observance of 
Lenten regulations I was expected to keep as a youngster, I recall strict, dictated 
church rules.  I probably complied with them for ten days each year.  Rather 
than re-focus when I faltered, I tended to just give up.  Now as I look back I see 
those early failed practices as establishing the framework for my current method 
of fasting and sacrifice.  Realizing the importance the church laid upon me as a 
youngster, I knew in my heart those practices were important in the overall   
success of my salvation.  Some time ago, I reevaluated how I should go about 
fasting.  I made it a personal commitment with my savior Jesus Christ.  Upon 
waking, I initiate a conversation with Him and promise a definite objective for 
the day.  Day by day, I commit to fasting or sacrificing something; no hard to 
keep rules, no strict regulations.  Sixteen years ago, my day-by-day fasting  
commitment to Jesus added up to the loss of forty pounds. ….. I promise;  
He delivers! 
 
I would love to hear your stories of Lent, especially how your practices evolved 
over the years.  Peace to you, Sister Ruth  
 

(608)752-7861 extension 18 or sbrings@navitiymary.org 
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LENT AT A GLANCE 2017….   
                                       Nativity of Mary Parish 

 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available on  
Tuesday evenings during Lent from 5:00 pm until 6:00 pm,  

and Saturday mornings from 9:30 am to 10:30 am. 
 
March 01, 2017 - Ash Wednesday 
8:15 a.m.  Mass 
12:10 p.m.  Word Service with ashes, Soup for the Soul,  
   communal meal – Church Hall 
6:15 p.m.  Mass, Soup for the Soul,  
   communal meal – Church Hall 
 
March 03, 2017 – Friday 
8:45 a.m.  Stations of the Cross 
 
March 04 & 05, 2017 - First Sunday of Lent 
Special Collection: ECHO 
10:30 Mass: Rite of Sending 
 
March 10, 2017 – Friday 
10:30 a.m.  Stations of the Cross 
11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Salad Luncheon – School Gym 
6:30 p.m.  Movie Night – Church Hall 
 
March 11 & 12, 2017 – Second Sunday of Lent 
Special Collection: Project 16:49  
 
March 16, 2017 – Thursday 
06:00 p.m.  Spirituality of a Pilgrimage Presentation –  
   by Fr. Rob 
 
March 17, 2017 – Friday 
12:00 Noon  Stations of the Cross 
 
March 18 & 19, 2017 – Third Sunday of Lent 
Special Collection: House of Mercy 
 
March 24, 2017 – Friday 
6:00 p.m.  Stations of the Cross 
6:30 p.m.  Movie Night – Church Hall 
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JUST FOR KIDS!! 
 

Sharing the Gospel 
Many people wanted to meet Jesus. They asked his special friends for help 
in meeting him. When we help others, it is just like meeting Jesus. When 
you get to heaven you will meet him face-to-face. Jesus will give you a hug 
for sharing with his people. He will be proud that you obeyed and helped 
your parents. He will say, "I am glad you are my child. I love you." 
 
Prayer 
Holy Spirit, help me to obey my parents and to help God's people. 
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March 25 & 26, 2017 – Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Special Collection: Healthnet  
 
March 30, 2017 – Thursday 
01:00 p.m.  Spirituality of a Pilgrimage Presentation –  
   by Fr. Rob 
 
March 31, 2017 – Friday 
12:00 Noon  Stations of the Cross 
6:30 p.m.  Movie Night – Church Hall 
 
April 01 & 02, 2017 – Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Special Collection: Our Sister Parish 
 
April 07, 2017 – Friday 
2:00 p.m.  “Living” Stations of the Cross with School Students 
6:30 p.m.  Movie Night – Church Hall 
 
April 09 & 10, 2017 – Palm Sunday 
 
April 10, 2017 – Monday 
07:00 p.m.  Lenten Taize’ Prayer 
 
April 11, 2017 – Tuesday 
Following 12:10 Mass Prayer Service and Sending –  
   Flowers for the Homebound 
 
April 13, 2017 - Holy Thursday 
Liturgy of the Lord’s Supper – 6:15 
p.m. 
 
April 14, 2017 - Good Friday 
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion  
and Death - 1:00 p.m. 
 
April 15, 2017 - Holy Saturday  
Mass for the Easter Vigil - 8:00 p.m. 
 
April 16, 2017 - Easter Sunday 
8:30 a.m. Mass 
10:30 a.m. Mass 
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It is so hard to believe that the school year is nearly two-thirds over. With just a 
little over four months left there is still a lot work to be done. We are all looking 
forward to working hard and finishing our year strong. 
 

Dates to Remember 
 

March 21-22 Middle School Spring Musical 
April 7  Living Stations at 2:00 PM 
April 10-17 Spring Break 
April 20  Science Fair 
May 8-9  8th Grade trip to Washington D.C. 
May 10  K-5 Spring Music Program at 1:00 and 6:30 PM 
May 23  5th grade City-wide Track Meet 
May 24  4th grade City-wide track meet 
May 29  Memorial Day 
May 31  8th grade Graduation 
June 2  Last day of School 

 
Fundraising 
 

Scrip 1st and 3rd full weekend of every month 
Vegetable and flower sale to fund Washington D.C. trip in April 
Golf Outing (Date TBD - sometime in June) 

 
 

St. Mary School 
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Nativity of Mary  
Religious Education 

 
This year we have been incorporating many new ideas into our Religious 

Ed program with the help of the Religious Education board.  One of the ideas has 
been to increase interest in the Mass and understanding of each week’s Gospel.  
One of the Religious Education board members comes to the last 15 minutes of 
class and reads the Gospel for next Sunday. They explain the Gospel in words the 
children will understand.  We have had some interesting questions and comments 
from the children as a result of these sessions.   

 

Another idea we implemented this year was to concentrate on saying a 
new prayer each month and learning about a new Saint each week.  In October, we 
concentrated on the Hail Mary, in November, Grace Before Meals, and this month 
we are saying the Our Father.  The children receive a coloring sheet/crossword 
puzzle to take with them that they can do at home.  Parents are always welcome to 
join us for both or either session.   

 

 During Advent the Wednesday evening Religious Education program and 
parish members collected hygiene items for the Hospital Sisters Mission Outreach.  
We sent off five boxes of toothbrushes, toothpaste, hand towels, washcloths,  
shampoo and other hygiene items to the Mission.  Thank you everyone who  
participated in this generous outpouring to underdeveloped countries.   
 

As we head into spring, we have ten 2nd graders preparing for the        
Sacrament of First Communion on May 7th.  Please keep these young people in 
your prayers as they learn more about Jesus, the Mass, and the Eucharist. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
The Religious Education Board is sponsoring “Soup for the Soul” on Ash 

Wednesday, March 1st.  Come join us in the Parish Hall after both the 12:10 pm 
Ash Service and the 6:15 pm Ash Wednesday Mass.  On this day of fasting, enjoy 
a light meal of bread and soup along with good fellowship to begin our Lenten 
season. 

Please let us know if you plan to attend by adding your name to the list at 
the front entrance of the church.  We’re also seeking volunteers for each meal; 
look for a sign-up sheet in the church vestibule.          

                                                                         

SOUP FOR 
 THE SOUL 

http://www.mission-outreach.org/

